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Introduction 


THE SPOKEN WORD 


THE PRINTED WORD 


THE WRITTEN WORD 


This publication replaces the section on Russian in Circular 58 and Curriculum 
S.8. It is intended to assist teachers with the preparation of a suitable program for 
Grade 13. It restates aims, suggests procedures, and lists books for both study and 
reference. 

The program is aimed at teaching students to understand and speak the Russian 
language, to read its authors with enjoyment, and to write it correctly. 


The key to language-learning is the spoken word. For this reason, students 
should hear and speak Russian as much as possible. Teachers may be forced to use 
English for an occasional explanation, but generally they should conduct their 
classes in Russian. 

The teacher can initiate discussions by various means: reading a passage of Rus- 
sian aloud, playing recordings of spoken Russian, or displaying pictures that sug- 
gest a certain topic. Teachers may be able to encourage students to borrow Rus- 
sian recordings to play at home. This practice will not only increase the student’s 
exposure to the spoken word, it will, if the recordings apply to reading material on 
the course, supplement his studies of Russian authors. 


It is often wise to prepare students in class for reading a passage at home. Syno- 
nyms, antonyms, definitions, diagrams, and gestures can prepare the student for a 
more profitable and pleasurable reading assignment. Word study should be done 
only to help the student to understand, not as a goal in itself. 

The student might be encouraged to listen to any available recording of the as- 
signed passage as part of his preparation. He should also prepare a list of new 
vocabulary items and mark the parts he finds difficult. 

Teachers should give the student an opportunity to ask for clarification of diffi- 
culties, and through questioning assure themselves that the student has understood 
the assigned passage. Where available, visual aids to the comprehension of reading 
should be used: pictures, films, television, slides, filmstrips, projectuals. 

It is extremely important to motivate and aid students in the extensive reading 
program. Teachers may wish to read parts of certain texts intensively, assigning 
other sections for extensive reading. The teacher should warn his students that they 
may have some difficulty in comprehension at the outsét, but that they should try 
to read rapidly, looking up as few words as possible. 


Writing skill should be based on the other three skills which it reinforces. Noth- 
ing should be required in writing which has not been heard, said, or read. 

A certain amount of writing will be done in programmed exercises. Many exer- 
cises can be done orally. 

A limited amount of translation from English to Russian is desirable. Short sen- 
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tences, often in sequence, using basic vocabulary, idiom, and structure are suitable 
at this level. 


The majority of time spent on writing should be devoted to guided compositions. 
This work can be carefully controlled by several methods: 


@ a series of pictures to be described 
@ a series of questions, the answers to which form the basis of a composition 


e classroom discussion of a topic (preferably controversial) to lead to the writing 
of a composition 


@ questions on reading assignments 


e outline of a composition developed in class or provided by the teacher 


a partial sentence to be completed by the students 


e a topic sentence which will lead the students to compose a complete paragraph 


Resources 


CHOOSING READING 
MATERIAL 


SUGGESTED BOOKS 


Short Stories 


Students’ tastes and abilities will dictate the reading material chosen to a large 
extent. In addition, teachers should choose books that contain enough dialogue and 
story line to spark oral discussion, that are in modern, correct Russian, and that 
give an accurate picture of Russian life. Where possible, books should be accompa- 
nied by films, tapes, and records. 

In some schools, teachers have been using sequential material to the end of 
Grade 12. They would be wise to continue with the series if the Grade 13 book is 
suitable. Some teachers may choose a book that has not been edited for schools; in 
this case, they must be prepared to construct exercise material. 


The following list offers some suggestions for Grade 13 reading material: 


Checkhov, A.P., Shest’ rasskazov, ed. Gorodetsky (Bradda Books, 1963), 30 pages 
of reading material, introduction, notes, vocabulary, no exercises. 
These six short stories are suitable for the three-year stream. 


Checkhov, A.P., Selected Short Stories, eds. Birkett and Struve (Oxford Univer- 
sity Press, 1961), 112 pages, excellent notes, idiom list, end vocabulary, no exer- 
CIsese 

This collection of stories shows the social life and the evils of pre-revolutionary 
Russia. Although difficult, it is suitable for the four-year stream. 


Gogol’, N.V., Shinel, ed. Forsyth (Bradda Books, 1962), 42 pages, introduction, 
notes, vocabulary, no exercises, dramatized version available on tape. 
This fine story is suitable for the four-year stream. 


I’'f, Iya and Petrov, E., Rasskazy, ed. Duncan (Bradda Books, 1965), 34 pages, 
introduction, notes, vocabulary. 

These humorous stories of the Soviet period written between 1928 and 1936 are 
suitable for the three-year stream. 


Pushkin, A.S., Pikovaya Dama, ed. Forsyth (Bradda Books, 1963), 33 pages of 
text, excellent introduction, notes, end vocabulary. 

This excellent story, because of its old-fashioned language, is suitable for the four- 
year stream. 


Lench, L., Trudmaya Sluzhba, ed. Izrailskaya (Moscow, 1967), 364 pages, intro- 
duction, excellent illustrations, no notes, no vocabulary, no exercises, no stress 
marks. 

This is a selection of humorous and satirical stories, each four to five pages in 
length, covering the period 1935 to 1965. It is suitable for the four-year stream. 
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Resources 


Anthologies 


Poetry 


Drama 


Russian Short Stories, ed. lwanik (Heath, 1962), 116 pages, footnotes, end vocabu- 
lary. 

This lively collection of stories, mostly from the Soviet period, contains one diffi- 
cult story, but teachers can find material suitable for the three-year or four-year 
stream. 


Stilman, L., Grade Readings in Russian History, (Pitman, 1960), 74 pages, vocab- 
ulary, content questions, sentences for translation, units three to eighteen available 
on records. 

This book deals with early Russian history from the Kievan period to the 16th cen- 
tury. It is suitable for the three-year or four-year stream. 


A Century of Russian Prose and Verse from Pushkin to Nabokov, eds. Struve and 
Hughes (Harcourt, Brace and World, Longmans, 1967), 150 pages, preparatory 
sentences for each selection, marginal vocabulary, footnotes, simple content ques- 
tions, end vocabulary. 

This collection of short stories, poems and a verse play present less well-known 
works byeleven outstanding Russian writers. It is suitable for the four-year stream. 


Russian Readings, Past and Present, ed. Yakobson (Appleton-Century-Crofts, 
1967), 121 pages short preface, marginal notes, end vocabulary. 

This collection includes anecdotes, stories, poems, plays, and cartoons, some hu- 
mourous, some satirical. Some anecdotal material does not merit intensive treat- 
ment. It is suitable for the three-year stream. 


New Voices: Contemporary Short Stories, eds. Harper, Kovlaeff and Gisette 
(Harcourt, Brace and World, Longmans, 1966), 130 pages, introduction and pre- 
paratory sentences to each story, marginal vocabulary, footnotes, end vocabulary. 
The stories written in modern, colloquial Russian reflect concern for Soviet youth. 
It is suitable for the four-year stream. 


The Penguin Book of Russian Verse, ed. Obolensky (Penguin Books, 1962), 433 
pages, introduction on the history of Russian poetry, note on Russian versification. 


This selection of Russian poetry from the 12th century to the present day includes 
English prose translations. It is suitable for the four-year stream. 


Vo Ves’ Golos, ed. Ognyev (Progress, Moscow), 365 pages, biographical and vo- 
cabulary notes. 

Most of the selections are less well-known poems by well-known authors. This vol- 
ume is suitable for the four-year stream. 


Russian Poetry for Beginners, ed. Arthken (Bradda Books, 1965), 34 pages, bi- 
ographical notes, list of idioms, end vocabulary. 

This collection of well-known selections from Pushkin to the present time is suita- 
ble for the three-year stream. 


Chekhov, A.P., Cvad’ba, (Bradda Books, 1963), 51 pages, introduction, notes, end 
vocabulary. 
This amusing play is suitable for the three-year stream. 


Chekhov, A.P., Three Farces, (Bradda Books), 68 pages, good notes, end vocabu- 
lary, tapes of The Marriage Proposal and The Anniversary available. 


These three short, humourous plays are suitable for the three-year or four-year 
stream. 
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Resources 


Dictionaries 


Reference Books 


Chukhrai, G. and Yezhov, V., Ballad of a Soldier, eds. Thompson, Konick and 
Gross (Harcourt, Brace and World, Longmans, 1966), 85 pages, stressed edition, 
introduction, visible vocabulary, footnotes, end vocabulary, fifteen pictures from 
film, film available for rent or purchase. 

This is the unadapted text of a film scenario. The story line concerns a young sol- 
dier’s introduction to love while on leave during the Second World War. It is suita- 
ble for mature four-year students. 


Academy of Sciences, USSR, Slovar’ russkogo jazyka, (Moscow, 1957-1961), 4 
vols. each about 1,000 pages. 
This is the most complete contemporary Russian dictionary (entirely in Russian). 


Muller, V.K., English-Russian Dictionary, (Moscow: State Publishing House of 
Foreign and National Dictionaries, 1965), 11 ed., 912 pages. 
At present this is the best available English-Russian dictionary for teachers. 


Ozhegov, S.I., Slovar’ russkogo jazyka, (Sovietskaja Encyclopedija, Moscow, 
1964). 

This is an essential one-volume dictionary (entirely in Russian) which contains valu- 
able morphological information. 


O’Brien, M.A., New Russian-English and English-Russian Dictionary, bese ol G. 
Allan and Unwin, Thomas Nelson and Sons, 1962), 344 pages. 

This handy one-volume student’s dictionary gives idiomatic usage and grammatical 
information. 


Smirnitsky, A.I., Russko-anglijskij slovar’, (Moscow: State Publishing House of 
Foreign Language Dictionaries, 6th edition, 1962, Clarke Irwin). 
This is an excellent Russian-English dictionary for teacher’s reference. 


Achmanova, O.S., Russian-English Dictionary, (Moscow: State Publishing House 
of Foreign and National Dictionaries, 1962), 492 pages. 
This is a sound dictionary for students. 


Achmanova, O.S., English-Russian Dictionary, (Moscow: State Publishing House 
of Foreign and National Dictionaries, 1962), 592 pages. 
This is a good dictionary for student’s use. 


A Phrase and Sentence Dictionary of Spoken Russian (Russian-English and Eng- 
lish-Russian), (Dover Publications, New York, 1958). 

This dictionary is based on phrases and complete sentences rather than isolated 
words, although all entries are indexed by single words for easy reference. The dic- 
tionary contains more than thirty thousand Russian sentences. There is a pronun- 
ciation guide and a short grammar, as well as short appendices on geography, 
weights, and money. 


Avanesov, R.I. and Ozhegov, S.I., Russkoe literaturnoe proiznoshenie i udarenie: 
slovar’ spravochnik, (Moscow, State Publishing House of Foreign and National 
Dictionaries, 1960), 790 pages. 
This is an essential handbook of the standard current pronunciation, stress and 
morphology of Russian words. 


Borras, F.M. and Christian, R.F., Russian Syntax: Aspects of Modern Russian 
Syntax and Vocabulary, (Oxford University Press, 1959), 404 pages. 

This is a useful reference book organized by topics such as expressions of time and 
place. 


Domar, R.A., Basic Russian, A Textbook for Beginners, (McGraw-Hill, 1961), 
516 pages. 
This is the most complete of the traditionally oriented texts. 
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Resources 


RECORDS 


Lunt, Horace G., Fundamentals of Russian, (W.W. Norton, New York). 
This is a basic grammar for teacher reference. 


Stilman, G. and Harkins, W.E., Introductory Russian Grammar, (Blaisdell Publ- 
ishing, Ginn and Co., 1964), 563 pages. 

This text is a combination of the traditional grammatical approach and the modern 
conversational method. 


Henry, P., Modern Russian Prose Composition: Manual, (University of London 
Press, Clark, Irwin, 1963), 176 pages. 

The Manual is a practical reference book to be used in conjunction with the Mod- 
ern Russian Prose Composition, Book | and Book 2 for writing Russian composi- 
tion and translating passages into Russian. 


Pulkina, I.M., Kratkij spravochnik po russkoj grammatike, (Moscow: Foreign 
Languages Publishing House, 1960), 267 pages. 
This is an essential reference grammar for the teacher. 


Stilman, L., Russian Verbs of Motion, (New York: Columbia University Press, 
Copp Clark, 1951), 78 pages. 

This book deals with difficult aspects of Russian verbs of motion, carrying, and 
conveying. 


The listing below represents only a small proportion of the available materials. It 
has been selected on the basis of availability, Russian diction, whether spoken or 
sung, accuracy concerning Russian culture, both tsarist and Soviet, usefulness in 
Russian classes, and, finally, whether printed tests are included. 


Moscow Nights: Popular Russian Hits, (Monitor MP 590). 
A good selection of modern Russian songs, including the original version of Pod- 
moskovnye vechera, played and sung by a variety of bands and soloists. 


Yulya Sings Midnight in Moscow and Other Russian Hits, (Monitor MP 597). 
Popular Soviet songs by the remarkably clear and talented voice of Yulya. 


History of the Soviet Union in Ballad and Song, (Folkways FH 5420). 

A collection of revolutionary songs, including the International. Useful for impart- 
ing the flavor of an important aspect of Russian political life before the October 
Revolution. 


Ivan Skobtsov Sings Russian Folk Songs, (Monitor MF 300). 
A variety of traditional folk songs, sung in a rich bass voice. Includes both light 
and serious selections. 


Songs of Old Russia, (Monitor MP 560). 
A representative sample of traditional folk song, sung by a variety of voices. 


Modern Soviet Poetry and Humor, (Folkways FL 9962). Includes Zoshchenko’s 
“The Delights of Culture’, ““The Dictaphone’, ““The Public Baths’’, and *‘The 
Aristocrat”, Mayakovsky’s “‘Lines on a Soviet Passport’, and Esenin’s ‘‘Return to 
the Homeland’’, and “Flowers’’. Excellent readings. 


Poems of Yevtushenko and Voznesensky, (Monitor MR 113). 
The poets read their own works with clarity and dramatic power. Some of the Yev- 
tushenko poems are especially appealing for classroom use. 


Chekhov, Dostoyevsky, and Russian Folk Tales, (Monitor MR 103). Includes three 


folk tales, plus Chekhov’s “‘Zhenskoe schastye’” and Dostoyevsky’s “Yolka 1 
svad’ba’’. Excellent reading. 
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DISTRIBUTORS 


Astral Films Ltd., 277 Victoria Street, Toronto. Russian films (16 mm. and 35 
mm.) 

Four Continent Book Corporation, 822 Broadway, New York. Soviet books and 
teaching aids. 

Kamkin Victor, Inc. Bookstore, 1410 Columbia Road, N.W., Washington, D.C., 
2009. Soviet publications and other Russian publications. 

Russian Language Specialties, P.O. Box 4546, Chicago 80, Illinois, Russian 
books, phonograph records, filmstrips. 

Troyka Ltd., 799 College Street, Toronto. Soviet books and other teaching mate- 
rials such as wall maps, magazines, phonograph records. 

A and A Bookstore, 351 Yonge Street, Toronto. Russian records. 

Walter’s Book and Gift Store, 456 Dundas Street West, Toronto. Represents V. 
Kamkin Inc. Bookstore. Soviet and other Russian publications. 

Monitor Recordings, 413 West 50th Street, New York 19, N.Y., Russian records. 
Folkways Records and Service Corp., 121 West 4th Street, New York, N.Y. Rus- 
sian records. 


